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Acting  under  the  instructions)  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  the  Report  for  1925  is  to 
be  a  Survey  Report,  summarising  the  pro¬ 
gress  made  in  sanitary  matters  during  the 
preceding  five  years. 

For  this  district  the  period  under  review 
lias  not  been  marked  by  any  great  changes, 
though  there  has  been  a  marked  appreciation 
on  the  part  of  the  public  of  the  need  for  in¬ 
struction  in  the  matter  of  health  and  how  to 
maintain  it.  Particularly  so  is  this  the  case 
with  the  school  children  who  are  so  respon¬ 
sive  to  advice  in  health  matters,  and  the 
simple  instruction  which  is  now  being  given 
each  vear  in  the  schools  of  many  districts  is 
bound  to  have  a  good  effect  on  the  future  of 
the  children  now  being  educated  there.  One 
instance  of  this  will  suffice  :  The  children  of  a 
certain  school  were  told  that  to  lick  stamps 
and  labels  was  a  dirty  practice,  and  it  was 
observed  at  the  counter  of  the  local  Post 
Office  that  children  never  afterwards  licked 
stamps  which  were  supplied  to  them.  A 
thorough  grounding  such  as  this  must  be  of 
inestimable  value  ill  years  to  come,  in  keep¬ 
ing  up  that  standard  of  personal  cleanliness 
which  is  such  a  pride  of  the  race. 

Such  public  services  as  the  Milk  Supply, 
Confectionery,  Bread  and  the  various  foods 
which  the  Greengrocer  and  Fishmonger  sell, 
not  to  mention  Chips  and  Fried  Fish,  which 
seem  to  be  so  prominent  an  article  of  diet 
in  these  villages,  all  depend  for  their  good 
standard  of  purity  on  the  demands  of  the 
public,  if  the  purchaser  will  only  insist  on 
getting  pure  and  good  milk,  fish  and  bread, 
these  will  be  supplied  bv  the  vendors,  and 
there  will  not  be  so  much  of  that  personal 
recrimination  which  seems  to  attend  any 
efforts  of  a  Sanitary  Authority  to  maintain  a 
pure  supply  of  foods. 

Judging  from  the  success  which  has  attend¬ 
ed  the  opening  of  bakehouses  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  district  during  the  past  few  years,  tin: 
cottagers  must  not  be  baking  their  own  bread 
and  cakes  so  much  as  formerly;  this  naturally 
throws  more  responsibility  on  the  Sanitary 


Authority  in  the  way  of  inspection,  but  so  far 
as  one  can  see  the  high  standard  is  being; 
maintained.  Whether  bought  bread  is  as 
nutritious  as  home-made  bread  is  an  open 
question. 

The  work  of  inspection  of  Bakehouses. 
Slaughter-houses  and  Cowsheds  has  proceeded 
smoothly  during  the  past  five  years,  but  it  is 
evident  that  the  maintenance  of  the  modern 
roads  is  going  to  swallow  up  the  time  of  your 
staff  to  an  increasing  degree  in  the  future, 
leaving  little  time  or  opportunity  for  the  very 
necessary  housing  inspections.  I  have  pre¬ 
viously  urged  that  .several  districts  should 
combine  to  appoint  a  Housing  Inspector  for 
this  work,  and  would  suggest  that  this  possi¬ 
bility  be  considered  further  by  the  Council. 

The  great  progress  which  lias  been  made 
recently  in.  converting  privy  middens  to  the 
water  carriage  system,  and  the  fact  that 
almost  all  new  houses  are  put  on  to  this 
system  means  the  more  liberal  provision  of 
dustbins  which  have  to  be  emptied  by  the 
Sanitary  staff.  It  has  been  pointed  out  on 
many  occasions  that  if  all  householders  would 
destroy  all  burnable  rubbish  there  would  be 
much  less  expense  in  cartage,  and  less  an¬ 
noyance  to  the  people  who  live  near  the  rub¬ 
bish  tip  when  it  catches  fire. 

In  a  small  district  such  as  this  the  changes 
cannot  be  great,  and  apart  from  a  steadily- 
declining  birth-rate  and  a  growing  death- 
rate,  both  of  which  will  be  dealt  with  more 
fully  under  their  appropriate  headings,  there 
is  little  to  record.  The  progress  made  with 
the  building  of  new  houses  lias  been  steady 
though  slow ,  and  will  compare  favourable 
with  other  districts  in  the  same  locality. 

The  Council  has  now  put  its  own  house  in 
order,  and  the  opening  in  March,  1926,  of 
new  Council  Offices  marks  a  step  forward  in 
local  government  which  should  not  pass  un¬ 
recorded,  as  the  need  for  a  permanent  habi¬ 
tation  for  Council  and  Staff  lias  long  been 
apparent  and  pressing. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  1,811. 

Population. — Census,  1921 :  3,076.  Estima 
ted  for  1925 :  2,973.  The  steady  decline  in 
population  has  been  apparent  through  the 
whole  period,  but  a  comparison  with  previous 
ten  year  periods  does  not  show  much  change, 
though  this  seems  to  be  the  second  occasion 
on  which  the  fa-11  has  been  below  the  3,000 
mark.  Population:  1881,  3,048;  1891,  3,078; 
1901,  2,974;  1911,  3,124. 
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The  state  of  industry  and  the  slow  progress 
of  building  operations  seem  to  make  it  un¬ 
likely  that  there  will  be  any  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  inhabitants  during  the  next 
few  years. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  district  of  South  C  res  land  lies  in  the 
south-west  corner  of  the  West  Hiding  of 
Yorkshire,  adjoining  the  County  Borough  of 
Huddersfield.  The  ground  is  mainly  agricul¬ 
tural  and  moorland,  the  contour  being  un¬ 
even,  with  deep  valleys  and  high  table  lands. 
The  altitude  varies  from  3U0  to  850  feet  above 
sea-level  at  ordnance  datum ;  the  principal 
part  of  the  population  live  at  575  feet  to 
725  feet. 

The  soil  is  generally  of  a  sandy  character, 
underneath  which  is  a  bed  of  sandstone  rock 
known  as  millstone  grit.  In  the  valleys  there 
is  alluvial  deposit  over  a  stratum  of  tenacious 
clay,  and  the  soil  and  substratum  are  reten¬ 
tive  of  moisture.  There  is  an  absence  of  trees 
on  the  elevated  parts.  The  climate  is  bleak, 
harsh  and  cold,  and  the  inhabitants  are  ex¬ 
posed  to  strong  winds  which  blow  from  N.W. , 
N.,  and  S.W.,  principally.  Dampness  and 
cold  contribute  largely  to  the  prevalence  of 
pulmonary  complaints,  which  sometimes  form 
a  large  feature  of  the  mortality  returns. 

The  population  is  distributed  in  the  three 
principal  villages  of  Netherton,  Crosland  and 
Armitage  Bridge,  with  a  scattered  nuinbei 
living  in  isolated  houses  and  small  hamlets 
such  as  Magdale  and  Crosland  Edge. 

Netherton  is  practically  the  centre  of  the 
district,  contains'  the  largest  part  of  the 
population,  and  is  the  part  where  any  increase 
of  building  occurs.  It  lias  a  better  class  of 
cottage  houses  besides  more  substantial  resi¬ 
dences,  and  is  residential  in  character. 

Crosland  is  the  oldest  part  of  the  district, 
the  bleakest  and  most  elevated,  and  has 
changed  little  for  many  years  past. 

The  principal  occupations  here  are  small 
farms  supplying  milk  to  the  township  and  to 
Huddersfield,  and  stone  quarries.  Some  of 
the  women  and  girls  find  employment  in  the 
cotton  and  silk  mills  at  Meltham. 

Armitage  Bridge  lies  at  the  lowest  part  of 
the  district,  and  adjoins  Huddersfield.  The 
inhabitants  find  work  at  the  large  woollen 
mills  here  and  also  in  Huddersfield.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  tire  work  is  injurious  to 
the  health  of  those  engaged  in  it,  and  as  a 
rule  work  lias  been  maintained  and  the  work¬ 


ers  intermittently  employed.  The  chief  in¬ 
dustries  are  the  manufacture  of  better-class 
woollen  and  worsted  clothing,  and  farms 
supply  milk  in  the  district  and  in  Hudders¬ 
field. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  — -  820 
approximately. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers — 
A  minimum  of  820,  as  there  are  several 
instances  of  more  than  one  family  living 
in  one  house. 

Rateable  value  (1924) — £17,307. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  —  £03 
2s.  4d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M.  F. 

Births — Legitimate  .  18  ...  13 

Illegitimate  .  2  ...  0 

Comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  the 
past  four  years  we  have  the  following  table : 


Births — 4921 


1922  . 

1923  . 

1924  . 


M.  F. 
31  ...  25 
29  ...  26 
25  ...  12 
18  ...  23 


Soi  that  there  is  a  steady  decline  in  the 
birth-rate  in  this  district,  which  stands  at 


10  4. 


Deaths. — 18  male  and  29  female  deaths  arc 
recorded,  giving  a  death-rate  of  15.9. 

1921  . Death  rate  14.7 

1922  .  „  ,,  14.6 

1923  .  „  ,,  12.8 

1924  .  ,,  ,,  15.5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

(Civilians  only). 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  s.yst 
Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 


Pneumonia,  all  forms 
Cirrhosis  of  liver . 


Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .. 


M. 

F. 

i  0 

...  1 

.  1 

...  5 

.  0 

...  2 

.  2 

...  4 

3 

...  2 

3 

...  2 

.  1 

...  2 

.  1 

...  2 

1 

...  0 

lr 

1 

...  0 

.  1 

...  i 

4 

...  7 

0 

...  1 

18 

...  29 
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The  most  disquieting  feature  of  these  two 
figures  of  birth-rate  and  death-rate  is  that 
since  1923  the  death-rate  has  exceeded  the 
birth-rate,  which  accounts  for  the  decline  in 
population.  The  death-rate  itself  is  about  as 
low  as  it  is  likely  to  come,  as  most  of  the 
deaths  are  those  of  elderly  people. 

There  was  one  death  of  ail  infant  under  one 
year — which  gives  an  infantile  death-rate  of 
32.2  per  thousand  births. 

AMOUNT  OF  POOR-LAW  RELIEF. 

Despite  the  great  depression  in  trade  which 
lias  been  particularly  heavy  in  this  area, 
there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  a  great  in¬ 
crease  in  the  amount  of  relief  given,  nor  is 
there  evidence  that  voluntary  hospitals  have 
had  more  than  usual  demands  made  on  them 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  unemployment.  The 
institutional  provision  for  the  district  has 
been  severely  strained  for  some  time  past 
owing  to  the  increasing  use  of  indoor  relief, 
and  measures  are  being  taken  by  the  Guar¬ 
dians  to  cope  with  the  need  for  further  accom¬ 
modation. 

The  provision  of  medical  attention  is  now 
bet  tea*  than  it  has  been  for  many  years,  as 
there  are  two  doctors  resident  in  the  area. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  ex¬ 
cessive  prevalence  of  sickness  or  invalidity, 
apart  from  a  rather  severe  epidemic  of  measles 
in  1924,  and  an  annual  visit  of  influenza  of 
mild  type.  There  is  much  evidence  that  par¬ 
ents  are  taking  more  care  of  their  children 
when  attacked  by  measles,  and  the  education¬ 
al  value  of  notification  in  years  past  is  now 
bearing  fruit. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  the  Countv  Council : 

Tuberculosis. — Full  provision  is  made  by 
the  County  Council  working  through  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  in  Ramsden  Street,  Huddersfield, 
both  for  Sanatorium  treatment  and  medical 
observation  and  treatment  by  the  local  Tuber- 
ciflosis  Officer. 

Maternity. — There  is  an  increasing  tendency 
for  these  cases  to  be  attended  by  the  District 
Nurses  of  the  South  Crosland  Nursing  Asso¬ 
ciation,  which  is  all  to  the  good,  as  one  of 
the  nurses  holds  the  C.M.B.  certificate,  and 
both  are  careful  and  conscientious  in  their 
work. 


Many  mothers  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
beds  provided  by  the  Huddersfield  Corpora¬ 
tion  at  Mill  Hill,  and  the  various  Nursing 
Homes  in  Huddersfield  and  district,  the  terms 
for  which  vary  and  are  the  subject  of  private 
arrangement.  There  is  no  Maternity  Hospi¬ 
tal  subsidised  by  either  authority  in  the 
county  area,  and  a  Maternity  Horne  in  the 
township  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants. 

Children. — The  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirm¬ 
ary  has  a  ward  set  apart  for  children,  but 
there  is  no  special  Children’s  Hospital. 

Fever. — The  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  situated  at  Meltham  serves 
this  area,  and  as  there  are  70  beds  it  does 
not  seem  likely  that  there  would  not  be  room 
for  cases  from  the  district  except  in  times 
of  very  severe  epidemics  of  infectious  disease, 
such  as  we  have  not  experienced  for  some 
years.  The  Council  is  a  constituent  authority 
of  the  Committee.  The  diseases  treated  there 
are  Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
and  Puerperal  Fever,  and  other  infectious 
diseases  by  arrangement,  such  as  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  and  Cerebrospinal  Meningitis. 

Smallpox. — The  Hospital  at  Moor  Top.  with 
ten  beds,  supplies  the  needs  of  the  district, 
but  fortunately  there  has  been  no  call  ujxm  it 
during  the  past  five  years  from  this  area. 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children  in 
this  area. 

Ambulance  facilities. — (1)  For  infectious 
cases  :  The  motor  ambulance  of  the  Colne  and 
Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  from  Mel¬ 
tham.  (2)  For  non-infectious  cases  and  acci¬ 
dents  :  The  Huddersfield  Corporation  motor 
ambulance  is  called  to  accidents  in  the  area, 
and  is  occasionally  employed  lor  moving  pati¬ 
ents  to  hospital  or  nursing  homes.  There  is 
a  charge  for  mileage.  A  private  ambulance  is 
also  stationed  at  Messrs.  Rtegans,  Paljace 
Garage,  Huddersfield,  which  is  available  for 
hire. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — The  only 
treatment  centre  is  situated  at  the  Hudders¬ 
field  Royal  Infirmary  for  cases  of  Venereal 
Diseases. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local 
Authority. — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part- 
time  a  grant  being  made  in  respect  of  his 
salary  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888. 
A  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  employed  who 
is  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — This  is 
undertaken  by  the  South  Cropland  District 
Nursing  Association,  who  employ  two  nurses 
to  serve  the  area,  one  of  whom  is  a  fully 
qualified  midwife.  The  local  authority  does 
not  subsidise,  but  there  is  an  arrangement 
whereby  the  services  of  a  nurse  may  be,  re¬ 
tained  to  look  after  measles  cases  during  a 
severe  epidemic. 

Midwives. — The  only  midwife  practising  in 
the  area  is  the  district  nurse.  No  local  Acts 
are  in  force  in  the  district. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  is  well  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Huddersfield  Corpora¬ 
tion  reservoirs,  there  being  a  few  cases  in 
which  local  streams  and  wells  are  utilised, 
especially  where  there  is  no  household  supply 
direct  from  the  Corporation  mains,  as  occurs 
in  several  instances  in  the  district.  It  is  the 
right  of  every  householder  to  have  a  proper 
and  sufficient  water  supply  laid  on  to  the 
house,  and  if  people  will  report  the  instances 
where  this  is  not  so  the  Council  will  give 
every  assistance  to  have  tlie  matter  remedied. 
The  supply  has  been  adeauate,  and  the  quality 
good  and  free  from  pollution.  The  water 
itself  has  a  slight  plumbo-solvent  action,  but 
this  is  counteracted  by  treatment  with  lime, 
and  no  cases  of  lead  poisoning  have  been 
noticed. 

There  has  been  no  intermittency  in  the 
supply  of  water. 

Occasionally  the  wells  dry  up  during  a  hot 
summer,  notably  Butternab  and  St.  Helens 
wells,  and  the  supply  at  Lower  Hall  Farm  is 
piped  from  a  spring  which  runs  down  the 
hillside,  and  cattle  have  access  to  water 
which  is  intended  for  human  consumption. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  question  of  pollu¬ 
tion  is  dealt  with  by  the  West  Riding  Rivers 
Board,  and  there  has  been  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  these  streams  of  late  years,  though 
one  occasionally  hears  complaints  of  the  dam 
at  Magdale  smelling  during  tlie  summer  when 
it  has  been  drained.  The  dyed  mud  is  not 
pleasant  to  look  upon,  though  there  is  no 
definite  harm  to  he  anticipated  from  it. 

TABLE  C.  (abstracted). 

Nuisance  inspections — 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  19*25 — 
313- 

Number  reported  in  1925 — 36. 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  end  of  1924 — 12. 


Total  needing  abatement — 48.  Abated 

during  1925 — 37. 

Outstanding  at  end  of  1925 — 11. 

Notices  served,  informal — 36.  Complied  with 
—31. 

No  statutory  notices,  summonses  or  other 
legal  proceedings. 

No  cleansing  of  filthy  houses. 

No  development  in  drainage  or  sewerage 
during  1925. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  —  The  district  is 
well  sewered  in  all  the  main  parts,  and  there 
have  only  been  slight  additions  during  the 
period.  The  sewage  is  carried  in  pot  pipes  to 
the  outfall  works  at  Doddsroyd,  outside  the 
district. 

Closet  Accommodation. — During  the  period 
only  two  Tub  Closets  have  been  constructed, 
and  two  have  been  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system.  Eleven  privy  middens  have 
been  converted  to  23  water  closets. 

New  houses  account  largely  for  the  increase 
in  water  closets,  there  having  been  46  addi¬ 
tional  ones  constructed  in  the  last  five  years- 
The  position  compared  with  previous  years 
no  w  is  : — 

Privies  Tub  Closets  W.C.’s 

1914  .  275  237  .  122 

1919  .  262  235  .  160 

1920  .  271  242  .  176 

1926  .  260  241  .  245 

The  conversion  of  11  Privy  Middens  to  23 
Water  Closets  makes  a  total  of  69  water 
closets  constructed  during  the  period,  and  is 
worth  special  notice. 

Scavenging. — The  removal  of  house  refuse 
and  the  cleansing  of  closets  is  carried  out 
systematically  by  your  own  staff  of  men.  The 
contents  of  privies  are  canned  direct  to  the 
land,  and  the  house  and  street  refuse  to  the 
tip  at  Bobbiner  Wood. 

As  previously  stated  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  water  closets  means  more  dustbins, 
and  consequently  more  work  for  the  staff,  so 
that  when  complaints  are  received  of  refuse 
not  being  cleared  awa~  very  frequently  this 
fact  must  be  taken  into  account. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — In  com¬ 
pany  with  your  Sanitary  Inspector  I  have 
periodically  visited  the  cowsheds,  slaughter¬ 
houses  and  bakehouses  of  the  district,  in¬ 
vestigating  particularly  in  regard  to  the  clean¬ 
sing  of  these  places.  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  that  they  are  kept  in  good  order 
and  regularly  limewashed. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT, 

ending  December  31st,  1925. 

Netheii’ton ,  Huddersfield . 

Dr.  W.  H.  Smailes, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st, 
1925. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  recorded  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  was  36.  Thirty-one  of  these  have 
been  abated,  leaving  five  in  hand  at  the  close 
of  the  year. 

Of  the  12  which  remained  unabated  at  the 
close  of  1924,  six  of  these  have  been  remedied 
during  1925,  which  thus  leaves  a  total  of  11 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  1925. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  was  313, 
which  include  the  inspection  of  Cowsheds 
Slaughter-houses,  Bakehouses,  Factories,  etc 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Three  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year,  against  six  in  1924,  five 
in  1923,  and  eight  in  1922. 

The  cases  recorded  were  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
were  all  treated  at  the  Hospital. 

Fumigation  of  the  Houses  was  carried  out 
after  the  removal  of  the  patients  with  formal¬ 
dehyde  gas,  and  disinfectant  fluid  was  sup¬ 
plied  to  the  householders  for  cleaning  pur¬ 
poses. 

Fumigation  to  rooms  which  had  been  occu¬ 
pied  by  Tuberculosis  patients  lias  also  been 
carried  out.  Drains  are  flushed  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  sanitary  collection  for  the  year  is  as 
follows  : — - 

Privy  Midden  Closets  emptied  ...  1554 


Ashpits  emptied .  1612 

Ashes  Bins  emptied  .  4361 


(producing  1041  loads  of  rubbish). 

286  Tumbler  Cart  loads  have  been  collected 
from  the  Tub  Closets,  making  altogether  a 
total  of  1,327  loads  collected. 

The  above  is  partly  disposed  of  on  the 
Bobbiner  Wood  Asihes  Tip,  and  on  the  land 
of  the  neighbouring  farmers. 

The  Sewage  Cesspools  in  the  district  have 
also  been  cleaned  out  periodically,  and  26 
loads  have  been  taken  from  the  above  Cess¬ 
pools. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  inspected 
periodically .  and  found  to  he  kept  clean  and 
in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

COWSHEDS. 

Tiie  Cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been  in¬ 
spected  during  the  year. 

These  were  found  to  have  been  limewashed 
in  some  cases  on  the  first  inspection;  others 
completed  this  work  later  on  in  the  summer. 

(For  Analysis  of  Construction  of  Cote  sheds 
see  next  paye). 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Eighteen  Houses  have  been  completed  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  to  which  the  subsidy  has  been 
paid.  In  addition  to  these,  three  large  de¬ 
tached  houses  have  been  completed.  Other 
new  buildings  erected  include  a  new  Butcher's 
Shop v  six  new  Water  Closets,  and  numerous 
Wooden  Motor  Garages.  Eight  Houses  were 
in  course  of  erection  but  not  finished  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

DRAINAGE. 

546  Lineal  yards  of  Drainage  has  been  laid 
to  new  buildings  and  connected  to  the  main 
sewer.  All  soil  drainage  was  tested  with  the 
smoke  apparatus  before  being  covered  up, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Two  houses  in  Armitage  Bridge  have  been 
provided  with  water  from  the  Huddersfield 
Corporation  mains.  These  were  dependent 
on  the  stream  some  distance  away  before 
being  provided  with  a  constant  supply. 

The  St.  Helens  Well  at  Crosland  Village  is 
still  unsatisfactory,  and  is  more  often  empty 
than  full. 

HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  25  Houses  have  been  in¬ 
spected  under  the  Housing  Acts.  Five  of 
these  were  found  satisfactory  on  inspection, 
and  20  required  repairs  to  make  them  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  habitation.  Of  the  20’,  repairs 
and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in 
10  cases. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a  number  of  re¬ 
inspections  have  been  made  to  various  houses, 
and  repairs  and  improvements  have  been 
executed  at  16  houses. 


Analysis  of  Construction  of  Cowsheds  in  South  Crosland  Urban  District. 


Subject 

Board  of  Agriculture 
Requirements. 

Result  of  Inspections. 

Cubic  Space 

600  to  800  cubic  feet  per 
animal 

600  to  800  cubic  feet — 9. 

500  to  600  cubic!  feet — 13. 

Less  than  500  cubic  feet — 19. 

Ventilation 

30  sq.  inches  of  perman¬ 
ent  air  inlets  per  animal 
exclusive  of  doors  and 
windows. 

15  were  ventilated  into  barn. 

22  by  window  opening  and  louvres. 

4  by  openings  in  external  wall. 

Lighting 

3  sq.  feet  per  animal. 

9  with  more  than  3  square  feet. 

32  with  less  than  3  square  feet. 

Feeding 

Passages 

5ft.  wide  for  Single  Sheds 

6  to  7ft.  for  Double  Sheds 

About  25%  liad  feeding  passages  less 
than  51 1.  Others  are  led  from  barn 
where  cowsheds  are  adjoining. 

Flooring 

Cement  Concrete  or  Blue 
Bricks 

About  25%  are  concrete;  others  have 
floors  of  stone  flags. 

Drainage 

No  covered  drain  insido 
cowsheds.  Drains  should 
he  6"  dia.  and  discharge 
into  tank. 

Chiefly  satisfactory ;  about  10%  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

Water  Supply 

Sufficient  supply  to  serve 
Cowshed  and  Cooler. 

16  with  Public  Supplies. 

25  with  Wells  or  Springs. 

Cleanliness 

Should  be  kept  clean. 

Mostly  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Pigs  in  Cowsheds 

Prohibited. 

Pigs  kept  in  one  cowshed,  but  this 
place  not  used  for  Dairy  Cattle. 

Storage  of  Manure 

No  suggestions,  but  re¬ 
cognised  that  covered 
midden  steads  produce 
best  manure. 

All  had  open  midden  steads.  Some 
are  too  near  the  door  of  cowshed. 

IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  DURING 
THE  YEAR. 

New  W.C/s  to  New  Houses — 23. 

New  W.C.’s  to  Existing  Houses — 4. 

Tub  Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s — Nil- 
Privy  Middens  converted  to  W.C/s — 3  Privies 
to  8  W.C/s. 

Privy  Middens  converted  to  Tub  Closets — 1. 
Privy.  Middens  built — Nil. 

Tub  Closets  built — Nil. 

As'hes  Places  built — Nil. 

Ashes  Places  discontinued — 7. 

New  Sanitary  Pails  in  place  of  those  worn 
out — 18. 

New  additional  Ashes  Bins— 50. 

Defective  Ashes  Bins  replaced — 7. 
Intercepting  Traps  fixed  to  new  houses — 10. 


Intercepting  Tra-ps  fixed  to  existing  houses — 5 
New  Sinks  and  Wash  Basins  to  existing 
houses — 5. 

New  Drain  Air  Shafts  to  existing  houses — 3. 

I  remain,  sir. 

Yours  obediently, 

HENRY  BOYS, 

A.R.S.I.,  M.I.M.,  &  Cy.E., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
February  15th,  1926. 
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W  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

There  is  little  to  report  in  this  matter  in 
your  district.  The  staff  is  not  big  enough  to 
make  regular  smoke  inspections,  and  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  smoke  in  the  district  has  been  most 
noticeable  during  the  past  few  years  owing  to 
the  lack  of  employment,  so  that  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  wait  until  the  mills  are  working  full¬ 
time  before  any  progress  can  be  made  in 
this  direction. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  four  elementary  schools  in  the 
district,  the  South  Crcsland  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  School,  the  Memorial  Infants'  School, 
the  new  Council  School,  and  the  Armitage 
Bridge  Church  School.  The  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  of  all  four  are  satisfactory,  and  are 
regularly  inspected.  As  stated  in  previous 
reports,  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  school 
closure  fen*  infectious  diseases.  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  timelv  warning  from  the  Education 
authorities  as  to  the  incidence  of  nan-notifi¬ 
able  diseases  such  as  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Chicken  Pox  in  the  schools,  and 
with  this  arrangement  it  would  be  possible 
to  trace  any  outbreak  from  its  earliest  stages. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  WORK 
DURING  1925. 


Total  number  of  houses  built  in  district  under 
State-aided  and  all  conditions  during  192-3 
—  (a)  Working-class  dwellings,  18;  (b) 

other,  3. 

STATE-AiDED  HOUSING  SCHEMES. 

Scheme  under  1923  Act. — The  Council  have 
prepared  a  scheme  under  this  Act  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  by 
which  assistance  is  given  to  private  indivi¬ 
duals  by  lump  sum  of  £75  State  subsidy. 
Under  this  scheme  8  houses  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  during  1925  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  10  by  private  persons. 

Scheme  under  1924  Act. — None  prepared. 

No  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  Town 
Planning. 

Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to 
make  inspections  under  Article  2  of  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — 
Mr.  Hy.  Boys,  Moor  Lane,  Netherton. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 
WORK  PLACES. 

Inspections. — Five  of  Factories  and  20  of 
Workshops  and  Work-places.  One  written 
notice  was  served  on  a  Factory. 

One  case  of  sanitary  accommodation  being 
unsuitable  or  defective. 


Progress  in  the  building  of  new  houses  is 
necessarily  slow  owing  to  the  high  cost  of 
the  work,  but  28  houses  completed  during  the 
five  years  will  compare  favourably  with  other 
districts  of  similar  size. 


TABLE  1)  (abstracted). 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ~2 

Houses  with  minor  defects  .  * 

Total  inspected  and  recorded .  2o 

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection...  ^  o 

Houses  needing  further  action  .  ...  20 

Houses  found  with  defects  . •.  •••  ”0 

Houses  in  regard  to  which  formal  notices 

were  served .  "0 

Houses  made  fit  after  formal  notice  ...  ...  10 
Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation, 

still  remaining  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  .  1-0 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district  840  approx. 
General  standard  compared  with  that  oi 
Ministry  of  Health  in  Manual  1,  1919 


Good.  ,,  . 

Scarcity  of  houses  is  general  throughout  the 

district. 

Overcrowding  at  South  Crosland,  Netherton, 


and  Armitage  Bridge. 

Activity  in  house  building  at  Delph  Lane 
and  South  View,  Netherton. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  standard  oif  cleanliness  still  varies  very 
greatly  in  the  cowsheds,  which  are  inspected 
from  time  to1  time.  Some  are  so  clean  and 
tidy  by  an  early  hour  of  the  day  that  a  proper 
pride  is  evidently  taken  in  them  and  the 
animals  kept  there.  Others  are  obviously 
only  used  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  old 
buildings  do  not  lend  themselves  readily  to 
clean  methods.  There  is  an  interesting,  table 
published  with  this  report,  which  shows  that 
the  animals  at-  19  farms  have  less  than  500 
cuibic  feet  of  space  in  which  to  spend  a  greau 
deal  of  their  winter  time,  whereas  the  mini¬ 
mum  requirement  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
is  600  cub.  ft.  per  animal.  These  cowsheds  are 
old  constructions,  and  the  only  remedy  seems 
either  a  wholesale  condemnation  of  the  build¬ 
ings  or  for  the  Council  to  set  a  definite  limit 
to  the  number  of  animals  which  may  be  kept 
in  any  one  shed. 

It  lias  been  suggested  to'  me  that  the  cows 
produce  more  and  better  milk  when  kept 
warm,  but  I  would  urone  that  conditions  or 
overcrowding  will  result  in  the  development 
of  Tuberculosis  in  cattle  just  as  they  will  n 
human  beings. 
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I  have  previously  advised  that  regular  in¬ 
spection  by  a  veterinary  surgeon  should  bo 
undertaken  to  find  out  all  instances  of  tuber¬ 
culous  cattle,  the  tuberculin  test  being  ap¬ 
plied  if  thought  necessary. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  slaughter-houses  are  inspected  regularly 
by  your  staff,  and  every  facility  lias  been 
given  for  observation  of  the  animals  both 
before  and  after  slaughtering.  The  quality  of 
the  meat  appears  to  be  good,  and  the  pre¬ 
mises  are  kept  clean  and  tidy. 

The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district  is  three,  there  having  been  no 
change  for  many  years;  all  are  licensed  and 
registered. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Since  1920  the  district  has  been  remarkably 
free  from.  Infectious  Diseases,  as  the  follow¬ 
ing.  table  shows  : — 


Cases. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever . 

.  20 

...  0 

Diphtheria . 

.  6 

...  1 

Pneumonia  . 

.  11 

...  4 

Measles,  not  notifiable 

after  1924  79 

...  1 

Erysipelas  . 

.  2 

...  0 

Tuberculosis  (11  Pulmonary, 

9  Non-Pulmonary)  .  20  ...  7 

Thus  there  has  been  no  great  epidemic  dur¬ 
ing  the  period,  and  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  have  shown  a  steady  decline. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1925. 

Admitted  to 

Cases.  Hospital  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  3  3  0 

Erysipelas  .  1  0  0 

Pneumonia  ...  6  0  2 

TUBERCULOSIS  in  1925. 

New  Cases. 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonarv 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

15  .  0  0  10 

20  .  11  0  0 

Ong.  death  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  during  1925. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WM.  H.  SMAILES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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